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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

SO CFR Part 642

(Docket No. 920246—22291

National Marine Fisheries Service;
Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources
of the Gulf of Mexico and South
Atlantic

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (N)1PS), NOAA, Commerce.
ACTiON: Final rule.

SUMMARY: NMFS changes the total
allowable catch (TAC), allocations and
quotas for the Gulf of Mexico migratory
group of king mackerel, changes the bag
limits from the Atlantic and Gulf
migratorygroups of king’and Spanish-
mackerel, and changes the maximum
sustainable yield (MS’Y for bia In
accordance with-the framework
procedure of the Fishery Management
Plan for the Coastal Migratory Pelagic
Resources (FMP). This final rule for the
Gulf migratory group of king mackerel.
increases: The TAC and allocations, and
in the western area (off Texas) and
central area (off Louisiana, Mississippi.
and Alabama), removes the three-fish
alternative bag limited available for

persons fishing from charter vessels; for
the Atlantic migratory group of king
mackerel, changes the daily bag limit
applicable to the southern area (off
Florida). from five per person to the limit
applicable to Florida’s waters, but not to
exceed five per person; for the Cull
migratory group of Spanish mackerel.
changes the daily bag limit applicable to
(a) the eastern area (off Florida) from
five per person to the limit applicable to
Florida’s waters, but not to exceed ten
per person; and (b) the western area (off
Texas) from three per person to the limit
applicable to Texas’ waters, but not to
exceed ten per person; for the Atlantic
migratory group of Spanish mackerel,
changes the daily bag limit applicable to
the southern area (off Florida), from five
per person to the limit applicable to
Florida’s waters, but not to exceed ten
per person; and for cobia, increases the
MSY from 1.0 to 2.2 million pounds (in.
lb.). The intended effects are to protect
the mackerels and cobia from
overfishing and continue stock
rebuilding programs while still allowing
catches by important recreational and
commercial fisheries dependent on these
species.
EFFECTIVE DATE September 18, 1992.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATiON CONTACT:
Mark F. Godcharles, 813-893-3161.
SUPPlEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
mackerel fisheries are regulated under
the FMP, which was prepared jointly by
the Gull of Mexico and South Atlantic
Fishery Management Councils
(Councils), and its implementing
regulations at 50 CFR part 642.

In accordance with the FMP and its
implementing regulations, the Councils
recommended and NMFS publiJied a
proposed rule containing changes in,
TACs, allocations, quotas, and bag
limits for-king and Spanish mackesel
and the MSY for cobia (57 FR 33924, July
31, 1992). That proposed rule (1)
described the framework procedures of
the PMP through which the douncils
recommended changes in TACs,
allocations, quotas, bag limits, and MSY;
(2) specified the recommended changes,
and (3) described the need and raonale
for the recommended change. Those
descriptions are not repeated here.

No comments were received on Qie
proposed rule. Accodlngly, the
proposed rule Is adopted as final.
However, one change has been made to
the final rule to clarify that the rule’s
incorporation of the Florida and Texas
bag limits automatically will include any
future amendments to those States’ bag
limits.

Classificatioci

The Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, NOAA (Assistant
Administrator), has determined that this
final rule is not a “major nile” requiring
a regulatory impact analysis under E.O.
12291.

The Councils prepared a regulatory
impact review for this action, the
condusions of which were summarized
in the proposed rule and are not
repeated here.

The General Counsel of the
Department of Commerce certified to
the Small Business Administration that
the proposed rule, If adopted, will not
have a significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
Accordingly, the preparation of a
regulatory impact analysis is not
required.

The increased allocations and quotas
for the Gulf migratory group of king
mackerel in this final rule are effective
for the fIshing year that began July 1.
1992. Delay in implementing these
allocations and quotas may cause
unnecessary closures of the commercial
fisheries and/or reductions of the bag
limits to zero when the existing, lower
allocations and quotas are reached.
Removal of the alternative bag limit.
currently available for persons fishing
for king mackerel from charter vessels in
parts of the Gulf of Mexico, In
combination’with other measures, Is
expected to prolong the recreational
fishery. Delay in Implementation will
unnecessarily reduce that benefit. The
bagllmlt changes In this final rule
simplify the regulations and foster
compatibility of Federal and state limits.
Delay in implementation will -

unnecessarily olong incompatible -

Federal/etate hag limits for Spanish
mackerel off Texas. Accordingly, the
Assistant Administrator finds for good
cause. namely, tOprov’ide effective
conservatliss and management of the
coastal mlatory pelagic resources, that
it is impracticable and contrary to the
public interest to delay for 30 days the
effectivedate of this rule under the
provisions of section 553(dJ(3) of the
Administrative Procedure Act.

List of Subjects In 50 CE’R Pa0:.
Fisheries, FIshing. Reporting

recordkeeplng requirements.
--

Dated: September11. 19. -

Samuel W. C.ea, - -

ActingAsslsts.mtAdministmtorfoiFlzkesies,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set forth In the
preamble, 50 CFR part 842 is amended
as follows;

C
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PART 642—COASTAL UIGRATOY
PELAGIC RESOURCES OF ThE GULF
OF MEX)CO ANO SOUTN ATLANTIC

1. The authority citation for part 642
continues to read as follows:

Aadbodt3c 16 US.C. 1801 eiseq.

642.21 [Amended]
2. In * 642.21. the numbers are revised

in the following places to read as
follows:

Pa___

(a(1)rienen.. . 1.84 2.
(a41 127 125
(a1)(4.... 0.57 037
(b)(1). ._._ 3.91 5.30

3. In 642.25. paragraphs (aXiXi)
through (a)(1)(iv) and (a)(3) are revised
to read as follows:

642.2$ Bag and poases&on Nmlts.
(a) * * *

(1) * a *

(i) Khg mackerel Gulf migrato.ry
group. Possessing two king mackerel per
person per day.

(ii) KLzg mackerel Atlaalic migratory
group.

(A) Northern area. Posaeswg five
king mackerel per person per day.

(B) Southern area. Possessing the liaiil
specified by Florida in Rule 48-12.()4.
Rules of the Department of Natural
Resources, Florida Marine Fisheries
Commission. Florida Mmmitrative
Code, or as subsequently axneuded. but
in any event not to exceed five king
mackerel per person per day.

(lii) Spanish mackerel Guffmlgiutwy
group.

(A) Eastern area. Possessing the limit
specified by Florida in Rule 48-23.006,
Rules of the Departmentuf Natural
Resources, Florida Marine Fl,hrlei -

Commission. Florida Ministratlve.
Code, or as subsequently amended. but
in any event not to exceed ten Spanish
mackerel per person per day. -

(B) Central area. Possessing tea
Spanish mackerel per person per day.

(C) Western area. Possessing the limit
specified by Texas bRide 31-85.72,
Texas Administrative Code or as
subsequently amerud. but hi any ev
not to exceed ten Spanisfrmdcerel per
person per day.

(iv) Spanish mackerel Atkmtfc -

migratorygroup.
(A) Northern area. Possessing tea,

Spanish mackerel per person per day.

(B) Soithern area. Possessing the limit
specified by Florida in Rule 48-23.805,
Rules of the Department of Natural
Resources, Florida Marine Fisheries
Commission. Florida AliiInigtratlve
Code, or as subseqiently amended, but
in any event not to exceed ten Spanish
mackerel per person per day.

a a a . a

() Areas. For the pwpose of
paraçaph (aXi) of this .ectloa

(1) The boundary between the
northern and southern ames iSa line
extending directly east from the
Georgia) Florida boundary (30’42’45X’
N. latitude) to the outer limit of the

(ii) The boundary between the eastern
and central areas Is a line extiniing
directly south from the Alabama/Florida
boundary (8731’06” W. longitude) to the
outer limit of the EEZ (Identical to the
boundary between the eastern and
western zones In the coiimerclal
fishery); and

(lii) The boundary between the central
and western areas is an extension of the
boundary between Louisiana and Texas,
namely, a line from point A (on the
seaward limit of Texas’ waters) at
29’32.1’ N. latitude, 93’47Y W. longitude
to po nt B (on the oaterflmk of the
at 26’1L4’ N. latitude, 0253’ W. -

longitude.

• a a a a

[FR Do 52-278 Ffled 5-i1-G &45 am
muo coorm

50 R Pert 871

[ONo t1l17)-1l

Gmundflii of the BerW See
Akkee

AG8I National hiedee lsher1es
Service (&1PS). NOA Cwoe
ACTIC osere to dkcted fishing.

FO FJRR FORUAT1OId C0T*C
Andrew N. Smoker, Resource
Management Specialist. Fisheries
Management Division. N14FS 907/586-
7228.
suPcLEuEIrrAfiv INFOATtO The
groundflsh fishery in the BSAI exclusive
economic zone is managed by the
Secretary of Commerce according to the
Fishery Management Plan for the
Groundfish Fishery of the BSAI (FMPJ
prepared by the North Pacific Fisher,’
Management Council under authority of
the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and
Management Act Fishing by U.S.
vessels is governed by regulations
implementing the FMP at 50 (R parts
620 and 675.

The Pacific cod Initial TAC In the
BSAI was established by the final notice
of specificatIons (57 FR 2844. February S.
1992) and Increased by a release from
the non-specific reserve to 176.700
metric tons (nit) effective September 11,
1992 (published In the Federal Register
September 16, 1992).

The Director of the Mtk Region.
NMFS (Regional Director), has
determined, In accordance with
* 875.20(a)(8), that the Pacific cod TAG
will soon be teethed. Therefore, NMPS
is e8tabllshIng a directed flsling
a&wance of m,,oo mt, and Is setting
aside the remfilnhlg 3,000 nit as bycatch
to support other anticipated onndflsh
fisheries. The Regional Director has
determln?d that the directed fishing
allowance will soon be reached.
Consequently. NMFS is prnhiblting.

— directed fishIng for Pacific cod In the
BSA.I. effective from 12 neon, Alt.,
September 17, 1992, through 12 mtdnigbt,
Alt., Detiembi SI, 1g •

applicable gear types maybef4h
thulaU5.20(h)

L1stdscFRPartss

erfes,ReporUngand
recordkeepig requirements.

U.S.C ian ssqj.
Da&1;.zzb.r14.2.-

DasidS.le., -•.-

ActüigDfrF?,lleder
Cerâvut1ssssdA NaUonof
Mm
[FR oc.assd -Is-OS; 1011 wel

Th;r50c?R
• W5.20asnconipEncewlthKO
-

SLmMAMYNMI’S is h1Ing a -

directed flshli allowae and Is closing
the directed flslzesy fer Pacific cod In
Bering Sea and AIILss lsl4
Mnegctt Area [BSA1. Th14 action Is
necessary to prevent ezceçdlng the total
allowable catth rrq for Pacific cod In.
theBSAL
amcT,v! DATU ecve 12 noon, -

Alaska local time (A.b.), September17.
19, through 12 m14#. Ait.,
Icember31 19

• -.-—
-.


